
Gifts in the Church

Ephesians 4:7-16



Ephesians 4:7-16

But grace was given to each one of us according to 
the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, 
“When he ascended on high he led a host of 
captives,and he gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He 
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? He 
who descended is the one who also ascended far 
above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers…



Ephesians 4:7-16, cont.

To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ…



Ephesians 4:7-16, cont.

So that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which 
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.



Christ’s Original Design for the Church

• Gifts are given for the effective functioning of 
the Church in disciple-making.

• “But grace was given to each one of us 
according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” 

• The gift of grace

– Saving grace

– Serving grace

• Glorifying Christ in our hearts is an essential 
key to effective functioning of the Church.



The Exaltation of Christ

• “Being therefore exalted at the right hand of 
God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 
this that you yourselves are seeing and 
hearing” (Acts 2:33).

• “The one who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and reveal Myself to 
him” (John 14:21).



What do we see in our text?

• The example of servanthood, 4:7-10

• The process of discipleship, 4:11-13

• The goal of discipleship, 4:14-16



1. The Example of Servanthood

• Christ’s humiliation preceded His exaltation. 

• The Cross comes before the Crown.

• Luke 9:23-24: And he said to all, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”

• John 10:11: “The good shepherd gives his life 
for the sheep.”



2. The Process of Discipleship

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:10-13).



Biblical Words Used for Pastor

• Pastor - poime

• Teacher - didaskalos

• Overseer - episkopos

• Elder - presbuteros

• Steward - oikonomos



Titus 1:5-9

…that you might put what remained into order, and 
appoint elders in every town as I directed you— if 
anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, 
and his children are believers and not open to the 
charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an 
overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach 
… He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as 
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in 
sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who 
contradict it.



1 Peter 5:1-3

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow 
elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be 
revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not 
domineering over those in your charge, but 
being examples to the flock.



Acts 20:28

From Paul’s speech to the Ephesian Elders: 

“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all 
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which 
he obtained with his own blood.”



2. The Process of Discipleship

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:10-13).



Titus 1:5-9

…that you might put what remained into order, and 
appoint elders in every town as I directed you— if 
anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, 
and his children are believers and not open to the 
charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an 
overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach 
… He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as 
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in 
sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who 
contradict it.



3. The Goal of Discipleship

“So that we may no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro by the waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness 
in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which 
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love” (Eph. 4:13.16).


