Amazing Grace

1.

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. | once was lost
but now am found, was blind, but now | see.

'T was grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how
precious did that grace appear the hour | first believed.

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer's ear. It soothes his sorrows,
heals the wounds, and drives away his fear.

Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the world go free? No, there's a cross for
ev'ry one and there's a cross for me.

Thro's many dangers, toils and snares, | have already come; 'tis grace that
brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we've no
less days to sing God's praise than when we first begun.

Amazing grace! How warm the sound that gave new life to me, he will my shield
and portion be, his word my hope secures.

Text: John Newton 1779 (1725-1807)
Melodie: aus den USA, Southern Folk Melody, 1831

Der Dichter des Liedes, John Newton, war Sklavenhéndler. Als Kapitan eines
Schiffes transportierte er Menschen aus Westafrika, um sie in Nordamerika wie Vieh
zu verkaufen. Die Begegnung mit dem Evangelium von Jesus Christus veranderte
sein Leben. Er sagte sich nicht nur vom Sklavenhandel los, sondern kampfte den
Rest seines Lebens dagegen und trat fur die Rechte der Sklaven ein. Mit diesem
Lied und seinem Leben bezeugte er: »Ist jemand in Christus, so ist er eine neue
Kreatur; das Alte ist vergangen, siehe Neues ist geworden.« (2. Korinther 5, 17)



